Screening clinic for rubella extended by University Student Health Service by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
4-21-1976 
Screening clinic for rubella extended by University Student Health 
Service 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Screening clinic for rubella extended by 
University Student Health Service" (1976). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 
27158. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/27158 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
.. .. I "' 
news 
Information Services • University of m ntana • missoula, montana 59801 • (406) 243-2522 
IMMEDIATELY 
MISSOULA--
SCREENING CLINIC FOR RUBELLA EXTENDED 
BY UNIVERSITY STUDENT HEALTH SERVICE 
sale/rb 
4-21-76 
local + cs 
Discovery of 15 active cases of the disease rubella in students at the University of 
Montana in Missoula has resulted in the extension of the rubella blood testing clinic at 
the UM Student Health Service (SHS). 
Dr. Robert B. Curry, SHS director, said the rubella screening clinic is being 
continued through spring quarter on the Missoula campus for UM women students who are 
unaware of their rubella immunity. Blood tests are available to the women students at no 
charge from 8-10 a.m. weekdays at the SHS. 
Besides the 15 active cases of rubella, about 30 women students of the 261 tested at 
the SHS since April 5 showed signs of susceptibility to rubella, Curry said. 
"Although it is an unimportant disease of childhood, rubella--often referred to as 
German or three-day measles--may take on special significance if a susceptible mother 
contracts the illness during pregnancy, especially during the first few months," Curry said. 
Rubella can cause organic damage to a fetus in early pregnancy, he said. 
In addition to the free blood tests, the SHS at the University also is providing free 
rubella vaccinations for UM women students to protect them now and during a future 
pregnancy. The rubella vaccine used at UM, is provided by the City-County Health 
Department. 
The free rubella blood tests and inoculation program by SHS, conducted in cooperation 
with the Montana Department of Health and Environmental Sciences, is being promoted by the 
UM pre-med student organization. 
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State health department officials estimate that about 550 University women students are 
susceptible to rubella, Curry said. 
UM students, especially women, who experience rubella symptoms may consult their own 
physicians or they may phone the SHS, 243-2122, or the City-County Health Department, 
728-4510. 
Rubella symptoms include a generalized rash, usually lasting three days. Low-grade 
fever, headache and temporary joint symptoms often occur in adult women. 
Students who feel they may have rubella should limit their exposure to public places, 
especially if pregnant women or husbands or friends of pregnant women are in those 
locations, Curry said. 
Pregnant women who have been exposed to rubella are advised to check with their 
respective physicians. 
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